


Intro: 

When Thomas Chisholm penned 
the lyrics to the classic hymn “Great is 
Thy Faithfulness,” he did so as one who 
understood what it was like to su�er 
greatly on this earth, yet who also found 
God to be unswervingly faithful.

With only a minimal education as a 
child, Chisholm lacked any foundation 
for worldly success. Health problems 
consumed his life from beginning to end, 
causing him to remain bedridden for 
significant periods of time. The death of 
his mother sparked a lengthy battle with 
depression. More than one career failed
and subsequently forced him to take 
multiple low-income jobs simply to make 
ends meet. It would seem as if Chisholm 
had every reason in the world to doubt 
God’s existence, let alone his faithfulness. 
But instead, in those moments confined 
to his bed, too unwell to move, he opened 
his Bible and began to read. 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my 
portion,’ says my soul, therefore I will 
trust in him” (Lamentations 3:22-24). 
These verses would become not only his 
personal anthem throughout his life, but 
also the driving force behind a song that 
over a century has given others a reason 
to hold onto hope when life seems too 
much to bear. 

Over the next few days, we will 
read the real-life stories of others who 
have experienced, in their own unique 
ways, the faithfulness of the Lord. The 
circumstances surrounding each are 
di�erent, yet the conclusion for every 
one is the same---God is good. He can be 
trusted even when circumstances seem 
to say otherwise. And his faithfulness, 
new every morning, 
will never fail. 
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“We yield our concept of a plan to the 
One who creates the plan which no man 

can understand. His plan is not dependent 
upon our understanding—he will work 

regardless of our cooperation, but we are 
wholly blessed when we place our future 

into his hands.” 

– James & Kaylee

When James and Kaylee decided to 
begin a family, they had no idea of the 
roller coaster ride they were about to 
take. Their initial excitement over a 
positive pregnancy test quickly gave 
way to grief when they lost their first 
child in a miscarriage. An ensuing call to 
trust the Lord in adoption eventually led 
them to Africa, where what was supposed 
to be a six-week stay turned into 19 
months. The family was separated as 
money ran low, and James had no choice 
but to return to the States where he 
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could continue to provide for his wife 
and future daughter, Emmanuella, who 
remained on the other side of the world. 
Mountains of red tape and a complicated 
legal system worsened an already 
challenging process. The holding 
pattern seemed endless, and a 
happy ending, uncertain. 

Years after their heartbreak of losing 
a pregnancy, the couple finally returned 
home as a family of three. Their longing 
for a child had finally been fulfilled. 
But in that waiting season, James and 
Kaylee had learned something about 
the God to whom they had committed 
their lives. When we fully surrender 
our plan to him, regardless of our 
understanding or lack thereof…when 
we loosen our tight grip on our own 
dreams to instead follow the path he 
has prepared for us...when we yield to 
his supreme authority, recognizing that 
he alone ordains each of our steps, it is 
there, and there only, that we find true 
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freedom. We find supernatural strength 
for the days ahead, unexplainable joy 
even in the valley, and peace that passes 
all understanding. And we also find one 
of the greatest blessings of all—a 
life-changing assurance that God 
faithfully walks with us, sustaining 
us each and every step of the way. 

Thoughts for Re�ection
Do you have plans you need to lay 
down before him today? Is there a gap 
between your dream and your reality? 
Surrender it to him once again. His plan 
may look vastly di�erent than yours, but 
he who promised is faithful. And his 
plans for you are good. 

Additional Scripture 
Isaiah 55:8-9
Jeremiah 29:11
Hebrews 10:23
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“There were many times we thought God 
did not answer our prayers or we could not 
understand his plan for us. However, when 

we look back, we are able to see special 
people that were brought into our lives, 

special moments, and miracles that 
surrounded us the whole time.”

 – Patrick & Elise

In 2012, Patrick and Elise were given 
some of the worst news any parents 
could imagine. Their daughter had been 
diagnosed with neurofibromatosis, a rare 
condition that causes tumors to form on 
the brain, spinal cord, and nerves. From 
that day forward, life would never be the 
same. Years of fighting for Alexis’ health 
followed…an endless rotation of doctor 
appointments, hospital stays, surgeries, 
and rounds of chemotherapy and 
radiation. The grind took a toll on the 
family in every way--physically, mentally, 

emotionally, and spiritually. And in 2017, 
when it became clear they had lost the 
fight on this earth, Patrick and Elise said 
goodbye to their sweet girl and let her go 
into the arms of the only One who loved 
her even more. 

In some ways, it seemed as if Alexis’ 
story was over. But in reality, the page 
had simply turned to a di�erent chapter. 
Her passing created new opportunities 
to share the truth of God’s faithfulness 
even in the worst of situations. Time 
and time again, when Patrick and Elise 
needed him most, he showed up. He 
showed up in the special people who 
held them up when they could no longer 
stand on their own. He showed up in the 
special moments so unique only he could 
orchestrate them. He showed them in 
ways large and small that their desperate 
prayers had not gone unheard or 
unanswered. He showed them of 
his faithfulness in Alexis’ life, from 
her very first breath to her very last. 

Likewise, he does the same for us. 
Every day we wake up with breath in 
our lungs, it is only because of his 
unending goodness. And if we can trust 
him with supplying the very oxygen 
needed for life itself, how much more 
can we trust him with every other 
aspect of our lives. 

Thoughts for Re�ection
How have you seen the faithful love 
of God in your life? Has there been a 
moment where the bottom has fallen 
out, where the unthinkable happened? 
Even in the trial, know you can be 
certain of this: God has never left 
your side—not even for a single 
second. Take a moment to 
remember his faithful presence. 

Additional Scripture 
Deuteronomy 31:8
Psalm 91:1-4
Matthew 10:30-31
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“We always wanted many children but 
after our second son was born, the doctor 
told us it wouldn’t be possible to have any 
other children due to complications. We 

were devastated at the fact that our 
dreams had been shattered, but we 

continued to pray and trust in the Lord. 
God had a much di�erent and bigger plan 
than we could have ever imagined. It may 
not have looked the way we envisioned, 

but it was so much better than we 
ever dreamed.”

- Marcelin & Donia 

When a second beautiful boy 
was born to Marcelin and Donia, 
it seemed as if their dream of having 
a large family was well underway. Then 
came the devastating news that medical 
complications would not allow for 
another biological child. But little 
did the couple know that their 

heartbreaking diagnosis was simply 
God setting the stage for answering 
their prayer—and accomplishing his 
bigger plan—in a way the couple never 
could have dreamed. Today, Marcelin 
and Donia are parents to an additional 
four children, one an extended family 
member whose own mother was unable 
to care for, and three others—two with 
disabilities, one who was significantly 
malnourished, and all three, orphans 
desperately in need of a stable and 
loving family. In a matter of just a 
few months, and in a way only an 
all-knowing God could have 
orchestrated, the family doubled 
in size, and Marcelin and Donia’s 
dream was realized. 

Marcelin and Donia are living proof 
that God is faithful even when we don’t 
understand his answers or his ways. 
When the door has been slammed shut, 
when the answer is a resounding no, 
when your dream lies in pieces on the 

ground, it can be easy to lose hope. 
To feel like God has abandoned you or 
forgotten about you. Perhaps to even 
feel like he is holding out on you. But 
nothing could be further from the 
truth, and that is why it is so critical 
to continually remind ourselves of 
the countless ways he has shown his 
faithfulness in the past. In doing so, in 
holding on to the unshakeable goodness 
of both his character and his plan, we 
find ourselves empowered to trust him 
again regardless of the circumstances. 
He will come through in his time, 
and in his way. 

Thoughts for Re�ection
Has there been a time in your 
life where a shattered dream led to 
something even greater? For those 
who answer yes, may you reflect on 
God’s faithfulness with a grateful 
heart. For those still waiting, may 
you be encouraged that he has 

not forgotten you and may he fill you 
with a humble confidence that he is 
working even now for your good. 

Additional Scripture
Psalm 27:13 
Proverbs 3:5-6
Romans 8:28
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“Whenever we begin to waver, when 
we wonder if our hearts will survive the 
crushing pain of losing our son, we are 
reminded of all the ways that God has 

been faithful. We knew his days with us 
would never be as many as we hoped. We 

began to pray for that day—that God 
would orchestrate some things that we 

knew would ease some of the pain in our 
hearts, and He answered every single 

one. Even on the darkest day of our lives, 
God was faithful in every detail.”

- Jeff & Stacie

The life of Je� and Stacie’s son, 
Jacob, was a miracle. Told by doctors 
he would never see his first birthday, 
Jacob celebrated 19 years on this earth. 
In the physical realm, most days were 
a struggle. But in the spiritual…Jacob 
knew Jesus in a personal and intimate 
way hard to put into words. 

He modeled the love of Christ to 
everyone around him, displaying a 
kindness and compassion that can only 
be shown when one has fully received 
it himself. His positive attitude, despite 
his physical limitations, inspired others 
to hope even in the middle of their own 
dark circumstances. Every day with him 
was a miracle, even his last. It was a day 
he had dreamed about for many years, 
a day about which he spoke with great 
expectation and longing. And in March 
2017, with his family at his side, Jacob 
peacefully slipped from this world to 
the next, leaving behind his broken 
body to step into that which he 
knew was coming—a fully healed 
and perfect body, made whole in 
the presence of Christ. 

The days that followed for Je� and 
Stacie were days of grief, of adjusting 
to a life with their son no longer 
physically present in it. Knowing 
Jacob had stepped into the future 

of heaven didn’t negate the pain of 
his family still living in the now. But 
their story—their testimony of the 
Lord’s overwhelming kindness even 
when their worst dream became their 
reality—serves as a reminder that even 
in the midst of unbearable pain, God is 
the lifter of our heads. His faithfulness 
never lessens, never wavers, and never 
fails. It is as sure as the rising sun and 
enough for the day ahead. It can be 
counted on for tomorrow, regardless 
of what the day holds. It holds steady 
and strong when everything else is 
crashing in. And ultimately, it leads 
us to hope – a sure and strong hope, 
rooted not in our own strength or 
endurance, but in the promises of 
Christ that he makes everything 
beautiful in its time.  

Thoughts for Re�ection
How have you seen the faithfulness 
of God lead you to hope in your own 
life? Take a few moments to think back 
on the hard times where his presence 
and his promises saw you through. 
How does remembering what he has 
done in the past give you endurance 
for the future?

Additional Scripture
Psalm 3:3
Ecclesiastes 3:11
Revelation 21:5
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of God lead you to hope in your own 
life? Take a few moments to think back 
on the hard times where his presence 
and his promises saw you through. 
How does remembering what he has 
done in the past give you endurance 
for the future?

Additional Scripture
Psalm 3:3
Ecclesiastes 3:11
Revelation 21:5
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day 5Morning by Morning 

“There are times where I can be tossed 
back and forth with unbelief, wondering 

if God has abandoned me. But I am 
assured of the steadfast love that God 
has for me because he tells me in his 

word. How beautiful is it to know I am 
secure in his hand, not because I hold 
tightly to him, but because he holds 
tightly to me. So when I have sinned, 

when I fall short, I can come before my 
God, in Christ knowing his mercies are 

new every morning.”

- Janice

Just a few short years ago, Janice’s life 
was being lived in a darkness few can 
imagine. A victim of human tra�cking 
for over a decade, the abuse she had 
su�ered for so long had gradually taken 
everything from her—her body, her 
mind, her heart, her freedom. At times, 
even her will to live. If anyone had 

reason to doubt God’s faithfulness, it was 
her. If anyone had reason to feel 
betrayed, forsaken, and alone, it was this 
woman. If anyone’s future looked 
desolate, it was hers. But if the message 
of the empty grave tells us any one thing, 
it is this—with God, all things are possible. 

Today, with the help of people and 
organizations still walking alongside her 
on the path to true restoration, this same 
young woman is thriving. No longer a 
victim, now a survivor. No longer trapped, 
now set free in every way. Janice is proof 
that God holds tightly to his children at 
all times, regardless of the circumstances 
surrounding us, and regardless of whether 
we are holding on to him. We may not 
always feel his grip. But it is there, 
protecting us, guiding us, and 
strengthening us for every step. His 
faithfulness to us is not dependent upon 
our faithfulness to him. His plans cannot 
be thwarted, and his will cannot be 
overcome, even when hell itself launches 

a direct attack. God is both 
our daily portion and our eternal 
security–our strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow. 

May we live every day with the truth of 
these words seared into our hearts and 
proclaimed boldly from our lips, “All I 
have needed your hand has provided. 
Great is your faithfulness, Lord unto me.” 

Thoughts for Re�ection
Has there been a moment in your life 
where you realized God was still tightly 
holding on to you even when you weren’t 
holding on to him? Spend a few 
minutes thanking him for how 
he has never let you go. 

Additional Scripture
Isaiah 43:2
Romans 8:37-39
2 Corinthians 1:21-22
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The five stories shared in Morning by Morning are real-life 
testimonies of members of the Tim Tebow Foundation family. 

We are so honored and so grateful for their willingness to 
share their lives for the purpose of this devotional. 

James and Kaylee Wilson, members of the TTF family 
through the Adoption Aid initiative 

With the assistance of a financial grant from the 
Foundation, the Wilsons brought home their daughter, 

Emmanuella, in 2018. With the help of a second 
Foundation grant, the Wilsons will bring home another 

daughter in 2021, making them a family of now five. 

Patrick and Elise Lato, members of the TTF family 
through the W15H initiative 

The Latos became part of the Foundation’s family 
when their daughter, Alexis, was granted an o�cial 
W15H experience with Tim Tebow in 2012. Though 

Alexis passed in 2017, the relationship built between 
her family and TTF will continue always.

Marcelin & Donia Joseph, members of the TTF family 
through the Orphan Care + Prevention initiative 

Marcelin and Donia live in Neply, Haiti, where they 
serve as house parents with TTF o�cial ministry 

partner, myLIFEspeaks. Parents to Ella, Sara, Zara, 
Zion, Elie, and Elazar, they advocate every day for the 

right of all children to grow up within a stable,loving 
family whenever possible. 

Je� and Stacie Mockbee, members of the TTF family 
through the Night to Shine initiative 

In 2017, Je� and Stacie’s son, Jacob, attended his 
first and only Night to Shine prom. Though his loss 

is felt every day, his life continues to inspire his 
family and friends to never stop fighting for those 

with disabilities. 

Janice Tucker, a member of the TTF family through the 
Anti-Human Tra�cking initiative

Trapped in human tra�cking for 10 years, Janice recently completed the 
holistic residential care program from Her Song, a ministry of the Foundation 
dedicated to ending human tra�cking. Today, she is gainfully employed, a 
first-time homeowner, and currently pursuing higher education. 

For more information on the ministry of the Tim Tebow 
Foundation, please visit www.timtebowfoundation.org


